Cakkura
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Nota tal-awtur lill-qarrej: Din il-kitba qieghed nipprezentaha miktuba b’Malti li mhux dak standard. Ghandu
mnejn ikun hemm min ghall-bidu ma jsegwix b’mod hafif hafif il-kitba. Fil-fatt hu difficli hafna biex wiehed
jikteb bid-djalett ghax l-ewwel nett mhux kull djalett hu l-istess, it-tieni ghax biex tohrog bil-kitba l-kisriet
partikolari u specifi¢ci kemm ta’ xi konsonanti u l-aktar tad-dittongi (il-hsejjes bejn il-vokali standard) wiehed
irid juza simboli apposta 1i huma uzati wkoll f’ilsna ohra. Dan naturalment jaghmel il-kitba aktar difficli biex
tinkiteb, u aktar u aktar tqila biex tinqara. Madankollu qtajtha illi tidher miktuba b’mod illi jersaq lejn djalett
propju halli jkun sinjal ta’ qima lid-djalett Malti. Jahasra nghixu fi Zmien meta sahansitra Isienna gieghed isib
nuqqas kbir ta’ rispett minna 1-Maltin stess li na¢¢ettaw li nuzaw ilsna barranin u mhux l-ilsien Malti. Hasra.
Hasra kbira. U ghad jisghobbina. Uliedna xejn ma jkunu kburin bina jekk inhallu Isienna jitkasbar. Mhux biss
ilsienna gieghdin inwarrbu minn halq uliedna, imma wkoll id-djalett. Il-Mellieha hu wiehed mill-irhula Maltin
fejn hemm gabra kbira ta’ barranin. Merhba bihom! Imma ejja nuruhom il-gmiel ta’ dak li jidentifikana bhala
Maltin: ilsien, drawwiet, valuri, grajja, kultura, karattru, ambjent, leggendi, hrejjef... Fil-fehma tieghi, dawn
l-isforzi tal-Ghaqda Muzikali Imperial bl-attivitajiet ma jaqtghu xejn taghha, kif ukoll bl-annwal taghha u
I-kitbiet u t-taghrif li jkun fih, huma kollha hidma hierga minn qalb kbira biex jissahhah dan il-hsieb ta’ identita

nazzjonali.

lIni nittenna minn dulghudu!

Jisimni Lieli, jghiduli 7a¢-Cinga, ghandi giext
ihbula raba’ taht ir-rih tad-Dwejra, naghmil qatgha
patuta kull stagun. Hemm Salvu, dok ghandu I-baqar
u demel ibieghli kemm irrid, ma nofx kemm-il vjegg
igiebli fis-sajf, imme l-patuta thexxen sawwa bid-
demel 1i jkillu tal-bhejjim tieghew. Mite nzewweg ftit
demel mal-ilme mill-vixxli tal-art, ta’ barra jghiduliw
ilme gieri, mite nixhet dol-ilme ma’ ftit hmieg niexef
tal-bagar lew tal-barrin u mar-redus tal-meghez,
killex mat-trob, il-patuta tmur tajjeb bil-busta. Jekk
ma tinstehitx b’xa hoga! Ghandi gatgha minnhim
tubga’ niezle sat-triq, qtajtha fursi naghmilhe dwieli
mite jiftilli, isse nura, imme hekk nahsib li naghmil.
Illiwm kilhadd bid-dwieli, niftiechim ma’ dawn tal-
imbid, u fej’ jeqbil inqebbil! Imme ged ihajruni biex
nirranga maghhim ghax qged juffru hafna kuntratti lil
min ghandu raba’ ghammiel.

Lew naghmil killix zebbiwg. Iz-Zejt sor igib tofux!
Haw’ wihid Krimuna jghiduliw, ghandu 1-mugni taz-
zejt fuq San Pawl il-Bahar, u naghsar ghandu mita
jilhqu kiekiw. U hemm iehur taht I-Imdine tajjeb ukell,
anzi dok eqreb ghax iz-zebbiwg trid taghsru mal-hasda
kiekiw. Issa nora imme, jekk jegbil ingebbil. Kiekiw
ghandi xi nofs tuzzona zebbiwg, kent hawwilthim mal-
hajt il-hajt Ghajn Rihuna, u ghandi xi tnejn haw’, mal-
gabda, u s-sana gantar sawwa imma ma lhaqtx bixxejt

u mtlieli dibbiena haqq ghad-dibbiena, kent sa niehdiw
ghand dok taht is-Saqqajja imma dok it-tektik iswed
maz-zebbiwga xejn m’ghegibni u rmejt killex. Kiekiw
ghandi mqor erba’ qzieqiz kent naghlithimlhim.

Jen ninxtehet fir-raba’, minn sbieh Alla u nibge’
sad-dlom. Nistahba ftit lix-xamx f’lifsinhor...
Missieri killiw 1-bghewla, u darba killiw giex baqriet
ukill, bil-baghal kinne mmurru I-ghalqa u nimlew il-
grotal ghall-pitkoli. Isse mank tissugra timxi ent mat-
treq ghax ittajrik karuzza! M’intix tora kemm gniefid
ifattru mal-art! Lew kemm qtotes! Kiekiw jniku
girdien ahjor tof xej’, imme l-karuzza ma tarox xi jkun
u ganfud minn girdien ma taghrfiwx u tibge” ghaddejja
xurta wahda.

Jen lix-xiha xtrajtilhe deqgsxejn ta’ karuzza, bicca
ta’ wahda tof xej’, u taruwha gejja ¢ceqlem b’tirmus
kefe’ u platt xa hoga. Jen I-ikel tal-imghorfa niekil...
inhibbu wisq! Illiwm il-bidwi tghallim sawwa, u
wliedu jmurru l-iskula... in-nejka 1i jahasra hafna
minnhim imbaghad jithejmu, phiw ghalihim ¢wiec
I’huma! Jaraw killex dibbien ikreh! Jen anki tiliforn
tal-but xtrajt, u iehur lill-mara u sikwit in¢enclu lil
xilxin. It-tfol igabbduhuli sawwa qisu kill filghaxija u
s’isse gatt ma naqgasni... U jen ghandi l-ilme u jekk
nirranga ghad-dwieli, jagbil lilhim u jeqgbel lili wkill
ikiwn!

Xehtu hursthim fuq dor-raba’ jkilli nghid. Gej
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minn demm missieri u minn Zmien Kristiw dor-
raba’, ma nofx kejf horsu lejh, ahjor ma kellimthim
xej’, isse naraw xi jridiw imme... malajr jibdieli jen,
naruhim gejjin bin-nejk, nibghathim lil hinn... haw’
hawn il-gid tad-dinje killhe haw’! Mal-hiton tas-
sejjeh inhawwil xi giex radet tewm u basal u nbejjet
il-ful... u nnaqqi l-hiton sawwa mill-bebbiwx, niekil
burma b’tewma friska mita nigbur maghlef, kemm
inhibbiw. U barra l-patota jkilli 1-pizelli u I-basal u
farka lil hemm in-nannu kien rawwem sugar tal-frutt
irqieq, laqqas ghodek issib minniw Molta killhe, killu
nstehet, m’ghodekx issib ghajn baqra minn taghna
tarmi d-demm, iliwm igibu dok il-kbir u sabih ta’ barra
u ma jghid xej’. Imbilli taghna rqiq karmus! Imbilli
taghhim kbir u killu gmel! Imme taghhim killu vilinu
u midi¢ini teghma qorsa, u tad-Dwejra killu zukkor u
bnin mir-raba’ killu gir... ihillik grizmejk hu u niezel!

Isse naraw x’gej; qoluli nkellimhim u rrangajt ...
u kellhim jigiw jaraw ir-raba’ dawk tal-imbid, halli
nikkurdaw xa hoga. Isse nura imme. Qed nittennihim
u ghudhim ma gewx. Ahjur ma jigiwx. Ma jkunx
imnalla! Ukill jekk qalbi kienit ghodha maghfusa
ma nofx nirrangox u nintrabat lew nibge’ bil-hbula
hielse bhal dejjem! Dor-raba’ iliw ghandna minn
zmen Kristiw u ghajni killtant tibda tagbiz u jtini li
ma nhallihimx jersqu ’l hawn jarawli r-raba’! Biex
jishtiwh ma jridiwx wesq jekk ma nikkurdawx!
Dawn in-nes ta’ barra ghandhim mill-bhejjim slovag
xi drobi, ghandhim habta jnikuk b’ghajnejhim, mank
ihalluk tredd salib lew imqor tidghilhim wahda ghax
ikunu ga nikuk!

Imme ddubbajt in-numru u ¢enciltilhim, u ftichmne
u ghandhim jigu jaraw ir-raba’. Isse naraw madonkillu.

U jen gieghed nittennihim gejjin, ilni haw’ ga minn
filghudu nhores lejn ir-raba’ qalbi ttaqgtat jekk kieniwx
sa jilaghbuni bi kliemhim! U ghandi xi jghidli li killex
itir mar-rih sejjer ghax ghodhim ma dehrux u dik li
nhores bess u nittenna ma nistox ghaliha, irrah isalvaw
riwhhim! S’isse kent merqti w ftieti kmand jen skjov
jen, imme kent nof fej” jen. Imme isse min jof x’se
jsehh jekk nixxierik mal-barroni bir-raba’ ghad-dwieli!
Ir-raba’ tieghi, iliw ghandna minn Zmen Kristiw. Isse
nura, ghax dawn jahxiwk ma tkunx tof x’garulek, issa
nura, ikilli nghid ahjor nibghat lil kilhadd ghand ix-
xjoten! Imbaghad ihawdu t-tfol ’kk iridu!...

Imme zumm ftit, ora naqra, isse gejje l-mara,
kemm kemm titharrik issiwq dik, u kemm iddawret
ukill illiwm! Is-sultu tasal gabil. Imme gejja miskina
aruwha! Ma tirrikkox mal-karuzzi l-uhra fit-triq, jen
ikilli msorni f’saqajja naruwhim gejjin lejja, imma hi
muhhha hemm, thores lil hemm u lil hawn gisha seqer,
u ma tirrukkox. Imma kiltant I-blot baxx ma tarohx
sawwa mite tigi haw’ u sikwit tfaqqa’ I-bziezeq tar-
ruti, ghax fir-ruti issa ghamlet il-bziezeq, mhiex hi
madonkilliw, hoduwha t-tfol il-karuzza, iwa, tirrukka
mal-blot baxx u tghattan il-qiegh. Dikinhor "aqq ghall-
qahba mliet killimken Zejt ghax taqqbet il-butt ...
goluli hemm xi butt, ma nofx x’ikun sawwa dol-butt
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jen,imma jkiwn fih iz-Zejt u I-karuzza fethet imsorniha
killiw hmieg iswed, jahraq killu dahhon ken! U diem
idellik ma nofx kemm... hemm ghudha d-dabra li
ghamel iz-zejt, hemm ghudha ruqgha sewda li sehtet
l-art ghax ma tikber laqqas gargira lew hirrieqa lew
hafura fuqu...

U ghax isse sor il-hin ukill! Nirrahhim... kemm
diemu ma gew l-uhrajn!

“Ora x’kill wahda wkill!” tghidli l-mara malli
waslet fe’ x-xatba. “Ora x’garoli!”

Tidher wi¢cha mbehren, bixrietha mhawda, mhux
bhas-soltu.

“Iwa xil-Madunne nqale’?” nistaqsi.

“U-u! Irrukkajt!” twiegeb wiccha ahmar nar.

“Il-qahbe qahbe! Irrukkajt! Do’ kif irrukkajt nghid
jen? Iwa ma grolek xej” hiwx?”

“Dok kien hemm mara u rogel isuqu, hi kinit
ged issiwq madonkilliw... u Madunne ma rrukkotx
mieghi! Kellha fetha bhal dik u xurta rrukkotni! Ahjar
Alla jtini s-sabar ukill!”

“Iwa fej’ do’ killiw?”

“Hinn! Fej’ tal-Gargir! Daqs dok wisgha. .. f’surmi
baqghet diehle!”

“Iwa ma xarrabtilhiex tnajn ge rusha?”

“Iwa mela n-nes bhejjim lew! Inxarrbilhe tnajn ge
rosha kif! Do’ kif tirraguna! Min jisimek!” tkompli
I-mara.

“La rrukkotik!” haqqaqt. “Iwa kif bqajtu mele? Ma
bghatthiex tiehdu wahde fit-tirme allura?

“Kif bqajne! Gejt ’l1 haw’ jen! Ghedtilhim hemm
ir-rogel irrid nuhudlu jiekil. Hi kienit gejja min-naha
lI-uhra. Kienit min dal-karuzzi-arjiploni, kahle tliqq
dags iz-zejt fit-togin! Jen fi trigti kent. Imme mbaghad
hargit mill-karozza tgerger ghax ma kellhiex fejn
tersaq qolet! U jen ghedtilha, ‘Iwa l-barka t’ Alla! Mela
m’hemmx fej” issiwq!” Qolet ma tersagx lil hemm
ghax ma kienx hemm qatron! U ma ssuqx il-karuzza
fl-imharbat! Ghedtilhe 1-barka t’Alla allura biex ma
tirfisx l-imharbat kissirtli wara! ”

Jen nic¢cassa lejn it-taghtina fil-genb fuq wara tal-
karozza. Il-mara tkompli.

“Iwa, ma kellekx fejn tersaq ghax hemm ftit triq
imharrbta? Allura tibqa’ tirrukka fija? Messek waqaft
halli nghaddi jen ghax trigti din fuq killix!” U tof
x’qolet imbaghad? Tof x’qoltli? Qoltli, ‘X naghmel?
‘X’naghmel? Immur fuq l-imharbat jen b’karozza bhal
dik? Mela x’naghmel! Karozza tiswa eluf kbar!” U jen
ghedtliha, ‘Imma jahasra sabiha tieghi,” ghedtilha,
‘inti dhalt fi triqti, gejt qiddiemi sawwa mill-facc¢ota!
Jen fej’ tridni mmiwr? M’intix tora li minn din in-
naqra ma jghaddux tnejn? U jen mhix wieqfe kent?
Jen waqaftlik kikiew, jen kent wieqfe, imme inti ma
kellekx mnejn tghaddi mbaghad! U bqajt diehla xurta
wahde!”

Jen ni¢casa lej’ dil-mara li ghandi. Ma nista’ nithim
qatt kif Alla ma tahiex ftit milh f’rosha! Ma nistox
nifhim kif don Alla ma tuhiex imqor niskata, ghabra
mgor mimsuha ta’ milh!
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“Imme 1-Madunna ma nebbhitikx... Iwa, ja
Mulej tas-smewwet li tista’ killex, kif ma tnebbahiex
x’ghandha taghmil lil marti? Iwa Alla m’illuminokx
tagbadha minn xagharha u tixhetha ge dok ix-xewk!
Kemm il-Madunne ent bahnona! Phiw ghalik!”

“Huwa mela n-nes hekk lew!”

U ma qolet xej’ aktar. Il-mara tubqa’ kwieta. Xa
hoga akbar ken gara.

“Imbaghad kif bqajtu imme?”

“Xejn!” twiegeb. “Tlaqt imbaghad. Dik il-mara
bdiet tilsen bl-IngliZz u ma nofx x’qolet sawwa.
Imbaghad bdiet tibki malli rot dok I-arjiplon bil-
fanol imkissir u qiddiem inixxi l-ilme! U lill-iehor
goltlu jéencel lill-pulizija ghax ma tridx titkellem ma’
¢akkura bholi!”

Jen nugmos.

“U tleqt lil hemm u hellejtha b’xej’!”

Xejn. Bla hniena maghna dan Alla taghna. Kbir
kemm hu kbir, qatt ma jimxi sew maghna, qatt ma
jagbez ghalina. Qatt ma jnebbahna fil-waqt xi rridu
naghmlu sawwa. Kif ma baghtilhiex dawl qawwi bhal
dok id-dawl ghammiexi li geleb lil San Pawl minn fuq
iz-ziemel!

“Hallejtha tghidlek cakkura? U kissritlek wara
killu? Iwa dok Alla m’illuminokx? Ma nebbhekx
x’ghandek taghmil! Iwa ma kellekx nitfa sans dok il-
hin u hallejtha thalliha tghidlek cakkura! U tghattanlek
il-karuzza fuq wara wkill!”

“Jen imblajt nismaghha tghajjarni! Imbaghad tleqt
ghax kellhim jigiw dawk tad-dwieli u ma nofx jekk
s’isse kiniwx gew u lew telgiwx... u tleqthim hinn...
lilhem! Hemm hallejthim!”

F’daqqa wahda s-skiet jinqata’ bil-hoss ta’ karuzza
gejja, tielgha mal-fethe lej’ x-xatba. Tidher karuzza
kahla tleqq. Karuzza arjiplon tabilhaqq. U kellha
d-dahhun hiereg minn qiddiem. Il-karuzza tieqaf.

Harist lej’ il-mara. Il-mara harset lejja.

Fil-hin mill-karuzza tohrog is-sinjorina, thores
lejne killhe staghgib. Tara lill-mara tieghi fej’ il-
karuzza. Ir-rogel li ken hemm maghha juhrog ukill, u
jhores madworu.

“You’re waiting for us...” tistagsi, lehenha miksiwr
u kliemha mlaqlaq. “We are from Vintage Wines. . .tal-
Vintage Wines ahna...”

Gibiet maghha riha ma nofx ta’ xiex, gisha gizimin,
lew ilme zghor, lew sapun tal-lehje bhalma jkillhim it-
tfol. Imbaghad thores lej’ il-mara mill-gdid. Rosha ’1
fuq dil-mara tal-Imbid, bhallikiekiw ged tora xi kelba.
Lew xi qattusa. Bhallilkieku ged tora xi zarguna niexfa
fuq hajt u mhux lill-mara.

Dil-qahba sbejha ghajret lix-xiha tieghi ¢akkura!

Dil-qahba kissret il-karuzza tal-mara.

“Hi,” tghidli, ‘Pleased to meet you... Ghandi
pjacir...”

U wic¢cha u t-togba t’ghajnha I-istess! Tibda riesqa
lejja. Idha mahruga °1 barra. Ma thorisx lej’ il-mara li
ilni nghix maghha kwozi hamsin sena u nof li ¢akkura
mhix!

Imbaghad ma nofx x’gara. Ghandi buttuna fl-
istunku tieghi jen, mite tfaqqoghli ma nofx xil-qahbe
jigrili! Il-buttuna ZzZommli ¢-¢inga s-soltu, imma la
tegbez tkun gebzet! Xil-mnighil tridni naghmil! II-mara
tghidli. ‘Iwa Liel, xix-xjoten itik!” U ma titniffissx.
Imbaghad tutlag minn qiddiemi u ma naruhiex sa ma
jghaddili ghal killex. Mita teqbizli tkun gebzitli! Mite
tfagqa’ tkiwn faqqghet! Hekk maghmiwl!

“Ghax ma tmurrux tiehdiw fit-tirme!” nghidilha
bil-kwiet killu lil dik tal-arjiplon. “Ura tersqiw ’l haw’
ghax nisparolkim!”

U nibda nghajjarha u nwaddbilha t-tub niexif
u titlaq tigri ghall-arjiplon mahsuda, arbulota fuq
zarbun m’ughla muntanja, qishe ghezziele zuppa
fuq il-blot tax-xaghra killhe xewk u saqajha rqoq
gishem giext imroleg imkissrin! U l-iehur ibul tahtu
bil-qatgha u jidhol fil-karuzza bla ma jlissin imqor
hess wihid. Laqqas gie salvuwha ja bahnon baqta! U
hi taqa’, u tqum killha trob, u l-iehur iqabbad, u jen
ma nilhaghimx u x-xiha tieghi tghajjat u Zzommni u
nagbad il-gebel u ngarolhim!

Lill-gebel nisimghew icencel u jdoqq fuq l-arjiplon
u fuq il-hgeg u fuq il-fanoli!

Nuriha min hi ¢akkura! Ma tmurx tiehdiw fit-tirme!

“Jekk narokhim ’l haw’ roskim nifthilkhim biz-
zappuna!” nghidilhim. Nibga’ nigri wrajhim, dahna
bajda, jirrukka mal-hajt tal-faccota u jinqala’ u ma
jigafx u jkissir fanol iehor tan-naha I-uhra u nwaddab
aktar gebel fuq il-hgiega ta’ wara u kissirthe - imma ma
tkissretx, jen ma nofx xi hgeg hu don, minfluk inkisret
soret ghangbuta wahda killhe brimb! Imma soqu bilgri
’I hemm u harbuli u ma nilhaghimx sawwa sawwa!

“U jekk narokhim °1 haw’ nisparolkhim! Nghidlek
min hu ¢akkura!”

Isse nrawwhim giex flanni dwieli jen, u m’ghandi
bzunn lil hadd mieghi! Imurru jitnejku tal-imbid! U
sold naqilghew jen! Nikiel il-lahma jen ukill, u hedd
ma jtini mmexmex l-ghadma bess!

Dor-raba’ iliw ghandna minn zmien Kristiw u lekk
jitfghew ghajnhim fuqu I-ghunja, nwerrichim jen,
gargihim naqloghlhim bhalma l-mara ssewwi vupa
lew lampuka. Dor-raba’ ta’ gid, tal-bidwi jubge’.

“Kristiw toh lilna 1-bdiewe dor-raba’,” ghedtilha
lill-mara xhin newlitli belgha kafe. “U taghna
l-bdiewe jubga’ sakemm tispludi d-dinje killhe u jibda’
I-gudizzju inivirsoli! Hadd ma juhudulna! Ilni b’rosi
mghaddsa f’dat-trob minn Zmen Kristiw, jen!”

Il-mara hodet nifs twil.

“U t-tfol taghna ma jersqux "l haw’,” qolet minn taht
l-ilsen. “Jiktbu jofu... imma z-zappuna timlhielhim
idejhim infofet...”

Bqajt inhores lejha.

“Ubqga’ ghaddas rosek fit-trob mele!” qolet wara
ftit.
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